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1. Routines and Expectations

2. Supporting your child pastorally

3. Supporting your child academically 

throughout their final year.

Aims of this session





• Daniel

• Mary-Anne

• Jessie

Our Journey



Routines and 

Expectations



3 Rules: Ready, Respectful, Safe



Uniform Reminders

A huge thank you to parents and carers for all their support in ensuring that Year 11 are 
looking extremely smart and have a positive and settled start to their final year.

Just some key reminders:

• Skirts and trousers no longer need to be logo ones but if students want to wear these 
they can. Students can wear black shoes, trainers or boots.

• Skirts must be black, pleated and a  reasonable length.  They must not be rolled over, 
pencil skirts or made of stretchy material.

• Nose and tongue piercings must be removed.

• Trousers must be black and proper school trousers.  They must not be:  joggers, 
tracksuit bottoms, cargo pants, jeans, leggings or  made of stretchy material.

• Footwear must be all black and low heeled.  No  high top trainers, Ugg boots, trainers 
with coloured soles, logos, laces or eyelets.

• Students must remember to bring their PE kit with them on the day that they have PE.



Challenges for Year 11s

Exam pressures

Careers and next steps

Managing Workload

Organisation

Motivation

Keeping in contact

Class Charts App

Form tutor

Subject teachers

ASC

GM

Supporting your child pastorally

School



As a parent:

• Try to ensure your son/daughter  attends every day and on time.

• Try to ensure they are in full uniform.

• Try to ensure they are equipped for learning – pen, PE Kit etc

• Check the Sims App / Class charts.

• Encourage your son/daughter to complete their home learning.

• Talk to your son/daughter about their school day.

• Encourage them to take part in revision and intervention sessions.

• Attend events such as Parents evening.

Supporting your child pastorally

Parents



Supporting your child pastorally

Students

• Teacher

• Tutor

• Guidance Manager

• Achievement Support Co-ordinator

• Family Liaison Worker

• Senior Leadership Link

• There are also a range of support services for 

students such as Someone Cares, MSET, NUF, 

Future Me, Kooth and TRAX Outreach.



Supporting your child academically



• Space to complete Home 

Learning

• SIMs App / Class Charts

• Encourage other, non-

academic activities, after-

school clubs

• Use school website to check 

what your child is studying

Our Communication Apps and Home Learning



Class Charts

Class Charts is an online system which teachers 

use to track achievement and behaviour throughout 

the school day. We believe in working closely with 

parents and carers.

One of the key benefits of using Class Charts is that 

we are able to securely share your child(s) 

achievements with you and to keep you up to date in 

real-time.

Class Charts is also be used to communicate 

homework.

The SIMS App will continue to be used for reporting, 

attendance and some whole-school communication.

What happens next:

1. You will receive a letter from the 

school with an access code.

2. Open 

www.classcharts.com/parent/login

3. Enter your email address

4. Choose 'I don't have an account yet’

5. Enter your parent access code and 

name

6. Choose a password

7. Click Log-in!

http://www.classcharts.com/parent/login


What do I do to ensure that I will be successful?
How will I engage with my learning and my peers to be 

successful?
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GSHS Success Builder

Find My 
Way

Link My 
Learning

Pause and 
Reflect

Learn With 
and From 
Others



Celebrating Success

• Success Builder points – collect as many as you can, these 

replace LORIC points.

• SPORTS cards will be allocated in PE and are also worth 10 points.

• Points totals will be used to nominate students for 

gifts/prizes/awards every term in rewards assemblies.

• Points totals will also be used to select students for prizes at the 

end of the year

• There will be a Golden Ticket draw (£50 prize) once a term.

• Each week we have ‘Hot Choc Friday’, with teachers nominating 

students who have done well during that week

• There will also be termly rewards activities for students who have 

excelled in that term.



GSHS Prom 2024
• Provisionally booked at St James Park on Thursday 20th June 2023.

• We expect the Prom to cost approximately £30 per person and this will include a drink on 
entrance, a two course meal and a DJ. There will be a photographic studio on site, where 
printed photographs will be available for an additional cost, TBC.

• Additionally, with regards to clothing for the Prom, we have a small selection of items available 
to loan, free of charge from previous years. If you would like to access this, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Family Liaison Worker Ruth Law.

• The Community Clothing Scheme and Prom in the Community also have a large selection 
available to hire and are contactable on social media channels.

• If you experience any difficulty with the cost of this activity, please do not hesitate to contact 
us. You can send an email to enquiries@gshs.org.uk or call 0191 2161115 to speak to 
reception. Please be assured that your enquiry will be addressed confidentially.

• We would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents that admission to our Year 11 
Prom, as always, is a privilege. The school therefore reserves the right to refuse ticket sales to 
any student who falls below our high expectations with regards to attendance, uniform or 
behaviour throughout the school year or refund any ticket sales where we deem it necessary.

mailto:enquiries@gshs.org.uk


What Impact Does Attendance Have?

This table shows the average GCSE grade achieved by 
GSHS students in 2023 and average attendance;

Attendance Average 
GCSE Grade

Average
Progress 8

Above 98 % 5.7 +0.47

95% to 98% 5.4 +0.25

92% to 95% 5.3 +0.14

Below 92% 3.8 -0.65



After School Support Timetable – Week 1



After School Support Timetable – Week 2



School website



Supporting Your Child’s Progress

Visit: https://www.gshs.org.uk

https://www.gshs.org.uk/


School website



Year 11 Information Evening 

Preparing for Exams in 2023

Mr. S.Tyson



Preparing for GCSEs in 2024

• What happened last year and  what will happen in 2024?

• What support will be in place for students?

• What were GCSE results like in 2023?

• What should students prepare effectively? - Some dos and 

don’ts

• The year ahead – timeline!

• Exam Guidance including top tips for parents

• English and Maths guidance



Exams took place in both 2022 and 2023 after a two-year gap.

Exams in 2023 had fewer special arrangements in place than in 

2022, but equation sheets were still provided in Maths and Science. 

Exam grade boundaries were adjusted to ensure results nationally 

were similar to those in 2019.

Exam timetables were written so that papers in the same subject 

were more than 10 days apart.

Teachers were asked to keep key assessment evidence (e.g. mock 

exams) so that grades could be awarded if exams had to be 
cancelled.

What happened in 2023?



What will happen in 2024?

The plan is for exams to go ahead as normal.

The government have said that there will be no special 

arrangements in place in 2024.

It looks as if exams in the same subject will be well spaced as they 

were in 2022 and 2023. Written exams start on May 9th and finish on 

19th June, but there is a contingency day on 26th June.

The government do not currently have a back-up plan in place in 

terms of keeping key assessment evidence. However, we will retain 

mock exam evidence, just in case it is needed.



What support will be in place?

• Keep you informed.

• Well-being and mental health.

• Study skills in tutorials and tutor time.

• After school study session timetable.

• Retention and recall skills in lessons.

• Formal exam practice (mock exams) in November and March.

• ‘Exam Success' evening in February.

• ‘Live-n-Learn’ workshops.

• English and Maths tutoring (some students)

• Staff mentoring

• Careers and post 16 guidance (Connexions).



What were GCSE Results like in 2023?

GSHS Grade 4+ = 73.0%

Our provisional Attainment 8 figure was 4.90, 

above the national average of 4.65 and a North 

Tyneside average of 4.61 



How should students prepare? 
Do…. 

• attend school as much as you can and be punctual.

• catch up if you do miss school

• engage with home learning and coursework.

• take your mock exams seriously and prepare for them thoroughly.

• listen carefully to your teachers and do the best you can.

• look after yourself by getting enough sleep, eating well, getting 

exercise, and taking regular breaks from your work.

• talk to your tutor, teachers or guidance manager if you need to.



• think that you can’t succeed because of COVID  - every Year 11 

student in the country is in a similar position!

• assume that mock exam results won’t count – they could in 

some circumstances!

• get too anxious or worry too much!

• put too much pressure on yourself!

• worry if a mock exam or assessment goes badly – you will other 

chances to show what you can do.

How should students prepare? 
Don’t…. 



How can parents help?



How can parents help?



How can parents help?



How can parents help?



How can parents help?



Key Dates this Year

Date Event

Thursday 21 September Year 11 Information Evening (in person)

Monday 23 October Year 11 Progress Report 1 issued

Monday 20 November Year 11 Mock Exams (1) begin

Monday 22 January Year 11 Progress Report 2  (mock exam results) issued

Monday 22 January Year 11 mock exam results day

Thursday 25 January Year 11 Parent Evening (in person)

Thursday 1 February NE12 Sixth Form Open Evening (in person)

Monday 26 February Year 11 Mock Exams (2) begin

Thursday 15 February Year 11 ‘Exam Success' Parent Session

Thursday 15 February Year 11 ‘Exam Success’ Student Session

Thursday 28 March Year 11 Progress Report 3 Issued

Thursday 9 May External written GCSE exams begin

Wednesday 19 June External GCSE exams end

Thursday 20 June Year 11 Leavers Day & Year 11 Prom

Wednesday 26 June GCSE Exam Contingency Day

Thursday 22 August GCSE Results Day



English

Mrs H Bell



English

• Students prepare for two qualifications:

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• Both will be assessed by terminal exams in the summer of 

2023

• Exam Board EDEXCEL

• No tier of entry

• Every student sits the same exam

• Grading system 9-1



GCSE English Language

• Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 1 hour 45 minutes 
(worth 40%)

• Section A: Short/long questions on unseen 19th Century fiction 
(1 hour) (24 marks).

• Section B: Two images provides as stimulus for Imaginative 
Writing (45 minutes) (40 marks)

• Paper 2: Non Fiction, Literary Non-fiction and 
Transactional Writing (2 hours 5 minutes) (worth 60%)

• Section A: Short answers on two non-fiction texts, followed by a 
longer response question. (1 hour 20) (56 marks)

• Section B: Two options of writing tasks thematically linked to 
the reading materials – letter, job applications, reviews etc. (45 
minutes) (40 marks)



GCSE English Literature

• Examination texts are studied with a light touch at Year 9 and then 
studied in more detail during Year 10 and 11.

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature

• Section A: Shakespeare: Part A on an extract, Part B whole text – 
‘Macbeth’ (55 minutes) (40 marks).

• Section B: Post-1914 Literature: choose one question out of two. 
These are theme or character questions. ‘An Inspector Calls’ (50 
minutes) (40 marks)

• Paper 2: 19th Century Novel and Poetry since 1789

• Section A: 19th Century novel. Part a on extract, Part B on the full text 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’ (55 minutes) (40 marks)

• Section B: Poetry since 1789: one named poem from a cluster in the 
anthology (Conflict) that will be printed – students compare it to 
another (unprinted) of their choice. (35 minutes) (20 marks)

• Students then also compare two thematically linked unseen 
contemporary poems (45 minutes) (20 marks)



How Can Parents Help?

• Encourage reading of all kinds

• Read the texts and discuss them with your child. Watch film 

versions at home. Encourage students to attend after school 

revision sessions and lectures. Encourage them to be proactive in 

their learning – use the internet as a resource and use online study 

guides to help.

• Encourage your child to re-read all the Literature texts again at 

home – it is vital they have a good understanding of these texts for 

the exam.

• Encourage your son/daughter to read and discuss non-fiction texts 

e.g. newspapers, leaflets, letters and magazine.

• Encourage your son/daughter to attend their English revision 

session on a Thursday after school. In this session students are 

planning answers and writing responses to exam questions.

• All students have been provided with revision guides for the 

Literature set texts.

• Above all stress the importance of English and these qualifications 

and that hard work in lessons will pay off with a good grade in the 

exam.



Maths

Mr P Rochester



Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 1MA1

• 100% external exams

• Three exams

• 90 minutes each

• Equally weighted

• Foundation Tier – Grades 1-5

• Higher Tier – Grades 4-9

• Paper 1 (Non-Calculator)

• Paper 2 (Calculator)

• Paper 3 (Calculator)

• Any content can be assessed on any paper



• Revision Guides

• Sparx Maths – all students have a log in and can complete any task 

at home as extra revision

• Corbett Maths – "5 a day" provide good, quick revision, plus videos 

and worksheets for every topic

• On Maths – online, self- marking exam papers and questions

• Maths Genie – exam questions sorted by topic

• Pearson Edexcel Revise app

The only way to improve at Maths 

is to do Maths



• Encourage a positive attitude towards Maths and stress 

its importance. Try not to say, "I was rubbish at Maths" or 

"I can't do Maths." Research shows parental influence is 

much greater than teacher influence on this.

• Encourage students to complete all home learning.

• Encourage and support attendance – students 

with 95%+ attendance in Maths make much better 

progress.

• Help students to learn key formulae – test them!

• Ask about their work and praise effort

• Support students to complete independent Maths 

revision regularly.

How can you help?



Ambition



Thank you for the support!!!

Work Experience

Almost 120 employers supported us, almost all students who 

wanted a placement managed to find one.

Community



Ambition

What makes 

GSHS different?



The Careers Portfolio

Listening to our students

Respect



Careers assemblies each year, alongside focused 

careers weeks in subject areas

Y7 Speed Dating

Y8 Issues with the pandemic

Y9 1:1 / small group support in conjunction with NUFC

Y9 Careers Zone

Y10 Mock interviews

Y10 Careers Fair at Burnside

Y10 Work Experience

Y11 Apprenticeship fair at GSHS with NUFC – date TBC

The Journey Ambition



Connexions

 Connexions advisors are available to offer impartial information, advice 

and guidance to students and parents/carers. Connexions work with 

students from Year 9 onwards to support with  planning for their future 

careers, ensuring young people have current information and one to one 

guidance to encourage informed decision making.

The Connexions adviser working in George Stephenson High school is Jill 

Anderson who is happy to be contacted by telephone, email or text 

message:

Jill.Anderson@northtyneside.gov.uk  Telephone 07583152484

James.Young@northtyneside.gov.uk

Careers Information & Guidance
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Careermap - CareerMag

Home Learning for Parents

Community



Information and support on our website

LMI
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Good luck to all of our Year 11 students in the 

year ahead and remember we are very proud 

of you!
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